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CANTERBURY TOWN REPORT
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
(L. s.)
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Canterbury in the
County of Merrimack, in said State, qualified to vote in
Town Affairs:
You are herein- notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Canterbury on Tuesday, the ninth day of March, next at
eleven of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects :
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year en-
suing, and meet at 7 :30 of the clock in the evening.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary
to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make ap-
propriations of the same.
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3. To see if the town will vote to give the selectmen au-
thority to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
4. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Planning
Board of five (or seven) members with duties as set forth
m Sections 1-15, Chapter 53, Revised Laws of New Hamp-
shire 1942, as amended, to make a study of the Town's de-
velopment and report to the Town appropriate recommenda-
tions for the promotion and maintenance of the Town's best
development. The Board members shall consist of one
Selectman and four (or six) other citizens appointed by the
Selectmen, as provided in Sections 1-15, Chapter 53, Re-
vised Laws of New Hampshire 1942, as amended.
5. To see if the Town will vote to adopt Building Reg-
ulations as printed in this report and as authorized under
Section 1721, inclusive. Chapter 176, Revised Laws of New
Hampshire, 1942.
6. To see if the town will vote $2,500 from available
funds and raise and appropriate $1,000 additional to rebuild
bridge over Pickard Brook.
7. To see if the town will authorize the board of select-
men to sell, lease or otherwise transfer, at a public sale, any
and all real property accjuired by the town bv tax collector's
deed.
8. To see if the town will VOTE to raise and appropriate
a sum of not more than Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00)
for the purchase of a properly equipped New Truck Chassis
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to be installed under the Tank for the Fire Department.
This sum to be financed over a period of (3) Three Years.
Given under our hands and seal, this twelfth day of Feb-










Selectmen of Canferbio x.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF CANTERBURY
Estimates of reve-iuie and expenditures for the ensuing year.
January 1, 1954 to Decem1)er 31, 1954 inclusive, compared with
actual revenue and expenditures of the previous year, 1953.
Sources of Revenue ei'X'
O ^ .. SI Q
From State:
Interest & Div. Tax $1,136.69 $1,100.00 $ 36.69
Railroad Tax 40.61 40.00 .61
Savings Bank Tax 287.38 125.00 162.38
Reimbursement State and
Federal Forest Lands 12.60 10.00 2.60
ReimibuTsement for Loss of
Tax on Growing Wood
and Timber 1,647.84 1,647.00 .84
From Local Sources
Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 334.75 250.00 84.75
Business Lie, Permits,
and Filing Fees 13.00 13.00
Rent of Town Hall a>nd
Buildings 400.00 400.00
Interest on Taxes 262.77 225.00 2,7.77
Shakers' Gift 500.00 500.00
Motor Veh. Permits 2,329.43 2,200.00 129.43
Sale of Town Property 89.70 50.00 39.70
Poll Taxes 544.00 544.00
Prop. Taxes (Town) 15,243.48 15,703.49 450.01
$22,442.25 $22,794.49 $850.01 $507.77
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF
APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES
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Truck Trade Reserve 750.00
New Equipment—Payment on Grader 1.200.00 1,200.00
Town Poor Relief 100.00
County Tax 2,226.36 2,226.36
Town Totals $21,323.94 $21,029.59
Canterbury Schools 24,877.75 23,945.37
$46,201.69 $44,974.96
NON-BUDGETARY EXPENDITURES
Sam W. Lake Residence Costs $1,407.64
Sam W. Lake Residence Water Installation 1,785.79
Fire House Construction 1,229.12




Class Y Highways 2,312.96
Grader Cost—Covered by Notes Payable 10,800.00
Road Agent Revolving Funds 1,100.00
Yield Tax Excess Refund to State 131.75
State Head Tax Paid to State 2,150.33
Refunds 43.85
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BALANCE SHEET
Assets
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Reserve a/c Future Yield Tax Loss 2,003.44
Due to State of New Hampshire
:
1953 Head Taxes Uncollected 415.00
1953 Head Taxes oCllected, Not
Remitted to State Treasurer 323.50
Due to School District
:
Balance of Appropriation 19,877.75
Capital Reserve Funds 1,250.00
Note Payable, Grader Purchased
1953 ' 10,800.00
Note Payable, For New Fire House
(Payable from S. Lake Trust
Income) 3,500.00
$38,249.05
Net Surplus, Dec. 31. 1953 3,376.14
Net Debt, Dec. 31, 1953 5,717.61
$9,093.75
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, land and buildings $3,500.00
Furniture and Equipment 300.00
Library, land and building 8,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 2,500.00
Fire Department Building 3,5(X).00
Fire Department Equipment 3,000.00
Highway Department, land & building 13,500.(X)
Equipment 25,000.00
Materials and Supplies 250.00
Schools, land and buildings 5,000.00
Equipment 1,500.00
Sam Lake Residence, land & buildings 3,000.00
Pickard House, Intildinq- 750.00
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Town Dump, land & improvements 225.00
Blacksmith Lot 100.00
and acquired through tax deeds
:
CANTERBURY TOWN REPORT 17
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
Dr.
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REPORT OF ARTHUR BUCHANAN
TAX COLLECTOR
Jan. 1, 1953 to March 14. 1953, Inclusive
PROPERTY TAX
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Cr.
Yield Tax Collected, Remitted to Treas. $118.22
Yield Tax Uncollected, Mar. 14, 1953 1,751.91
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1952 PROPERTY TAX
Dr.
1952 Property Tax Uncollected,
Mch. 14, 1953 $ 5,120.09
1952 Added Tax 3.07
Interest Collected 131.17
Costs 82.35
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1952 POLL TAX
Dr.
1952 Polls Uncollected, Mch. 14, 1953 $ 58.00






Polls Collected $ 46.00
Interest Collected .93
46.93




1953 Head Tax Assessed, First Warrant $1,665.00
1953 Head Tax Added, Second Warrant 25.00
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1952 HEAD TAX
Dr.
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Herbert Pettes 7.40
Donald Braley 5.91
Harold W. Sargent, Jr. 17.05
Ralph E. Brown 99.22
W. H. Comee, Jr. 52.99
Harold Cross 14.41
Herbert N. Lamprey 58.05
$343.78 $596.11 $76.22
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TREASURER'S REPORT
C. Emery Morill, Town Treasurer
Receipts
Arthur Buchanan, Tax Collector
(See Tax Report) $2,997.10
R. L. Mudgett, Tax Collector
(See Tax Report) 45,921.46
From State of New Hampshire
:
Class V Highways 2, 111 .00
Interest and Dividend Tax 1,136.69
Savings Bank Tax 287.38
Railroad Tax 40.61
Loss of Tax on Forest Lands 12.60
Blister Rust Refund 43.20
Head Tax Refund 8.64
Social Security Refund 32.18
Old Age Assistance Refund 31.50
Porcupine Bounty Refund 16.25
From Local Sources, Except Taxes
:
Driveway Snow Removal Service 80.00
Graveling and Grading Driveway Service 216.58
Auto Permit Tax • 2,329.43
Dog Tax 334.75
Filing Fees 7.00
Town Histories Sold 30.00
Revolver Permits " 5.50
Town of Northfield, Plowing Road 75.00
Canterbury Shakers, Gift 500.00
Donald Blanchard, Water Pump Sold 20.00
Cemetery Lots Sold 12.50
Land Sold (To George Nevau) 89.70
N. E. Tel. and Tel. Co., Refund 7.69
Sabin N. Guertin. Bounty Refund 3.25
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Jackman and Lang Insurance Refund
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Highway Summer Maintenance
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries
Arthur G. Brown. Selectman $150.00
Norman A. Brown. Selectman 150.00
Carl A. Thunberg. Selectman 150.00
C. Emerv Morrill. Treasurer 150.00
Sabin N. Guertin, Town Clerk (2 yrs.) 170.00
R. L. Mudgett. Tax Collector 225.00
R. L. Mudgett. Clerk of the Board 112.50
Town Officers' Expenses
Hazen Printing Co.. Town Reports
and Stationery $361.00
G. H. Giles & Co.. Postage and Supphes 99.53
Arthur Buchanan, Bond Premiums 87.71
Sargent Brothers. Tax Bills and Supplies 69.45
Brown & Saltmarsh. Inc.. Supplies 42.01
Katherine Crowley, Register. Recording 33.53
N. H. State Tax Commission,
Assessing Cards 4.00
Sabin N. Gi:ertin. Postage and Supplies 8.81
Wheeler and Clark, Rubber Stamps 3.67
N. H. Tax Collectors' Assn.. Dues 3.00
Association of N. H. Assessors. Dues 3.00
N. H. Town Clerk's Assn.. Dues 2.00
Edson C. Eastman Co.. Inc., Supplies 2.84
First National Bank, Rubber Stamp 1.30
Thompson & Hoague Co., Keys 1.05
Arthur G. Brown. Assisting N. H.
Assessors 68.00
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Electjon and Registration
Raymond Glines, Supervisor Check List $36.00
Lucille Keeler, Supervisor Check List 12.00
Charles Gihnan, Supervisor Check List 12.00
Ida S. Higgins, Ballot Clerk 19.20
Herbert N. Lamprey, Ballot Clerk 19.20
x\lbert Vogel. Ballot Clerk 6.40
Town Clerk's Fees
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Sam \Y. Lake Residence Expense
Page Belting Co., Pkmabing Supplies $32.16
Jackman & Lang, Inc., Liability Insurance 2.50
R. A. Robinson, Work on Drain 9.00
Concord Electric Co., Electric Current 3.98
47.64
Tames F. Guertin. Restoring Fire
Damage 1,360.00
$1,407.64
Sam W. Lake Residence
Cost of Artesian Well and Water Installation
Tasker's Artesian Well Co., Well $1,050.00
Page Belting Co., Pump, Tank, Fittings 435.78
W. F. Saben. Installing Pump, Tank.
Fittings 154.30
Keeler's Machine Shop. Electrical W^ork 31.46
Philip K. Stone, Labor Ditching 47.25
Henry Deos, Labor Ditching 30.00
Arthur Pickard, Labor Ditching 37.(X)
$1,785.79
New Fire Plouse — Construction
Concord Lumber Co., Materials $88.48
Henry E. King, Electrical Fixtures &
Supplies 85.35
George Batchelder, Septic Tank and
Plumbing 192.25
James F. Guertin. Clapboards 188.00
James F. Guertin. Labor 19.07
Keeler's Machine Shop, Furnace 490.00
G. H. Giles & Co., Supplies 134.06
Tilton Sand and Gravel, Inc., Gravel 12.45
N. H. Explosives & Mach'y Co., Inc.,
Dynamite 1-46
Philip K. Stone. Grading 10.00
Arthur Pickard, Gradins: 8.00
$1,229.12
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Fire Department
Robert V. Lee, Treas., 1953 Approp. $500.00
R. V. Lee, Treas., Forest Fire Bal.
1952 Approp. 157.25
R. V. Lee, Treas., Forest Fire Bal.
1953 Approp. 195.60
W. J. Cochrane, Fire Service 4.40
Blister Rust Control
Wm. H. Messeck, Jr., State Forester
Approp. $400.00
Insurance
Jackman & Lang., Payroll
Insurance %M7.77
A. Buchanan, Agent, on Grader 240.00
A. Buchanan, Agent, Truck Floater Ins. 45.00
A. Buchanan, Agent, Town Garage
Fire Ins. 240.50
A. Buchanan. Agent, Town Hall
Fire Ins. 72.87
National Grange Ins. Co., Truck
Liability Ins. 36.62
Bounties
Funds Advanced to S. N. Guertin,
Town Clerk $50.00
Arthur G. Brown, Bounties Paid 2.00
Carl A. Thunberg, Bounties Paid 1.50
R. L. Mudgett, Bounties Paid 2.00
Civil Defense
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co., Telephone $ 9.03
Concord Electric Co., Electric Service 14.74
James F, Guertin, Carpenter Work 12.00





CANTERBURY TOWN RliPORT 33
Fox Hardware Co.. Paint 4.62
Concord Lumber Co., Wood 6.00
Eric Johanson. Repairs 8.25




Sabin N. Guertin. Town Clerk
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Memorial Day $ 35.00
Eva Schmidt. Treas., Old Home Day 25.00
Cemetery Care
Philip K. Stone, Tractor-Mower Hire $ 31.50
Philip K. Stone, Wages 35.00
Henry Deos, Wages 79.00
Arthur Pickard, Wages 79.00
Orville Fife, Wages 25.00
Dog License Costs
Edson C. Eastman Co. Inc., Tags $ 12.30
Brown and Saltmarsh, Inc., Forms 6.42
Hazen Printing Co., Printing Notices 7.50
Social Security
State of N. H., Town's Share 1953
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Yield Tax




State of N. H., 1952 Head Tax $1,306.83
State of N. H., 1953 Head Tax 843.50
$2,150.33
Refunds
A. Buchanan, Tax Col., Over-pa}Tnent $ 2.08
Sadie Lavery on 1952 Tax 26.35
Albert P. Hanson on 1953 Tax 15.42
Taxes Bought by Town
R. L. Mudgett, Tax Col.. July 3
Tax Sale $715.12
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Schools
C. Emery Morrill, Treas., Bal.
1952 Approp. $18,945.37











Class V Roads. Amount Used 2,312.96
General Expense, Appropriation 2.300.(X)
Town Garage Expense, Appropriation 350.00
Over-Expended Class V 56.41
Income from Driveway Service 296.58




Tilton Sand & Gravel, Inc., Sand
and Gravel 539.17
Prison Industries, Culvert Pipe 29.40
Vallev Times. Road Signs 13.00
Winter Highway Maintenance
Labor $1,803.81
Ravmond Glines. Truck Hire 17.50
$11,390.95
Costs
Summer Highway Maintenance $3,206.37
Winter Highway Maintenance 2,442.62
Class V Road Construction 2,312.96
Bridge Repairs 676.31
General Highway Expense 2,408.97
Town Garage Expense 343.72
$11,390.95
$3,206.37
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William Wilson, Plowing Snow 10.00
State of N. H., Salt and Chloride 296.09
Tilton Sand & Gravel, Inc.. Sand 203.38
N. H. Explosives & Mach'y Co., Inc.,
Dynamite 6.00
Thompson and Hoague Co., Bolts and Wire 7.71
G. H. Giles and Co., Supplies 98.13
Class V Road Construction
Labor $332,75
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., Culverts 192.76
Tilton Sand & Gravel, Inc., Sand 16.58
Tilton Construction Co., Shovel &
Truck Hire 102.00
Harold Tucker. Truck Hire 42.90
R. E. Holmes, Truck Hire 33.00
William Nelson, Truck Hire 4.50
Wilfred True, Sand 11.95
State of N. H., Road Work 272.25
State of N. H., Asphalt 1,304.27
Highway Department General Expense
N. E. Telephone & Telegraph Co.,
Telephone '^\2:).77
G. H. Giles, Tools and Supplies 25.63
Page Belting Co., Repairs and Supplies 199.54
Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Gas, Oil,
and Grease 865.37
N. H. Explosives & Mach'y Co., Plow
Blades 71.47
Sanel Auto Parts, Inc., Supplies 32.64
Davis Auto Body Shop, Snow Plow Repair 34.00
Thompson & Ploague Co., Bolts 5.44
Wilfred Carr, Light for Truck 1.45
A. G. Brown, Two Trips to Manchester 5.00
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Merrill and Cote, Inc., Repairs 5.10
Geo. Greenwood, Building Drag 15.00
Atherton Farm Equipment, Tire Repairs 3.00
Goodyear Stores, Tire Repairs 3.75
Foy Tire Company, Tire 46.50
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., Plow &
Truck Rep. 729.78
Town Garage Expense
Concord Electric Co., Electric Service
Ferns Oil Company. Fuel
Geo. Batchelder, Plumbing Repairs
Page Belting Co., Toilet Bowl
Richard Robinson, Burner Repairs
Central Supply Co., Broom
Eric Johanson, Repairs
Bridge Repairs
Maxfield Lumber Co., Lumber $572.64
Bryant & Lawrence, Cement and Bolts 14.67
Concord Gas Co., Tar 7.50
Granite State Asphalt Co., Asphalt 73.50
Davis Auto Body Sho]). Cut Girders 8.00
>ens
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Carl Sargent 8.00
Ernest Pickard 7.00
Arthur G. Brown 58.00
George D. Peverly 7.00
$4,761.36
Allocated as Follows
Summer Highway Maintenance $2,624.80
Winter Highway Maintenance 1,803.81
Class V Road Work ?>?>2.7S
$4,761.36
Town Road .\id
State Appropriation $6,107 17
Town Appropriation 916.08
$7,023.25
Expended by State 7,021.17
Unexpended Balance reverted to State $ 2.08
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF THE POOR
Again in 1953 the Town was fortunate in having no
Town rehef cases. There were, in the year however, more
calls for, and requests for information concerning assistance
than in some years.
Most of these were taken care of by various state agencies
and the Trustees of the Elkins Fund again worked in the
interests of the Town in taking care of other cases.
At the risk of being trite, the latent relief problem is again
called to attention as, since the start of 1954, requests for
relief of various types have hit a several years high for such
a short period. It appears now, about five weeks since the
close of 1953, that the Town may not be responsible for the
current instances.
The sum of $100 annually in the budget for poor relief
would cover little of consequence and it is hoped that noth-
ing will occur to cost over that amount as the Town is re-
sponsible where liability is proven, whether funds are raised
or not. While w^e are able to get along as we are, it is felt
undesirable to burden the Town with additional amounts
which conseivably may not be used.
In 1954 we may again be able to participate in a small sur-
plus commodity program for a few deserving families and,
if we can get this, for which we have applied, there will be
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SAM W. LAKE TRUST FUND ACCOUNT
Receipts
P^rom National State Capital Bank. Trustee $1,494.12
Balance on hand. January 1. 1953 355.67
$1,849.79
Disbursements
Artesian Well and Water Installation $1,785.79
1,785.79
Balance on hand. Decenil)er 31 .1953 $ 64.00
CONDENSED MEMORANDUM OF THE STATUS
OF THE SAM W. LAKE TRUST FOR THE
YEAR 1953





Deposited in National State Capital Bank 308.99
$46,449.31
INCOME for Year 1953
Interest $ 749.26
Dividends -. 967.30
Sabin Guertin, Canterbury, N. H., Tax Col-
lector, a/c refund of cost in connection
with tax sale error , 7.31
$1,723.87
PAYMENTS for Year 1953
Robert L. Mudgett, Collector, town of Can-
termurv. N. H. taxes for 1953 $ 17.99
CANTERBURY TOWN REPORT 45
Jackman & Lang. Inc.. trustees's bond ..- 23.34
Lena M. Berry, income 60.00
Canterbury Center Sunday School, income ..- 25.00
Selectmen, town of Canterbury, income 1.494.12
National State Capital Bank. Trustee, services .. 103.42
$1,723787




Real Estate - :.- -- 350.00
Deposited in National State Capital Bank 374.45
$46,449.31
National State Capital Bank. Trustee.
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ELKINS PUBLIC LIBRARY
Report of the Trustees
The Trustees wish to supplement the annual financial
report with an account of the progress and the needs of the
Library.
It is the primary concern of the Trustees to improve the
local library service. Elkins Public Library cannot be a
storehouse of knowledge of all times, but is a well stocked
and expceptionally attractive browsing rom. It uses the
resources of the State Library and inter-library loan ser-
vice to supplement the book stock and to enlarge the service
to the patron who has special needs. This year the adult
fiction sections were very carefully weeded and undesirable
books were discarded.
New lx)ok purchases included additions to the collection
of local history, current adult fiction and non-fiction of
special merit and some of the years outstanding juvenile
books. In addition, the Library bought, at greatly reduced
prices, many recent best sellers. The Trustees acknowledge
and thank the donors of gift lx)oks.
Circulation records have been kept and special efforts are
being made to strengthen the collection of books for the
high school and older children age groups. Through the
P. T ..A.., parents have been acquainted with books avail-
able for children and the library staff wishes to emphasize
its willingness to cooperate with organizations by supplying
book lists ,talks, exhibits or book collections on special sub-
jects. The Library belongs to the taxpayer. It needs bor-
rowers as well as books ; use it and regard it not strictly as
an educational institution, l)ut rather as a pleasant place that
offers every person in town reading for amusement, relax-
ation, and inspiration.
The Library again sponsored an exhibit of .\rts and
Crafts on Old Home Day.
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Janitor service has been obtained on a contract basis and
is paid quarterly.
Miss Marian Townsend was appointed Librarian upon the
resignation of Miss Louisa Jackman.
The Library is open every Saturday from two to five in
the afternoon and from seven to nine in the evening.
ELKINS PUBLIC LIBRARY
Treasurer's
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Cash on hand is divided into the following
:





MARGERY JUNE RL'GGLE.S, Treasurer
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REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN
People play A Vital Part in Our Forest
Fire Problems
A preview of the 1953 fire season proves the vital part
people play in the never ending battle to prevent forest fires.
In this fire district there 133 fires in 26 of the district's
30 towns ; 409 acres were burned over and it cost $9499.97
to extinguish them. This figure was reduced somewhat
through payment of fire costs by persons responsible for
illegal fires, fires which' escaped from control, and fires
caused by their carelessness. Costs were abnormally high
this year due to protracted periods of dry weather which in-
creased the difficulty of extinguishing fires.
Eighty-eight percent of the 133 fires were man-caused
and could have been prevented. They tell a story which
needs to be carefully studied. Some people were careless
in disposing of smoking material and camp fires ; others
burned without the required warden permit—disregarding
weather, forest conditions, and the normal safeguads recog-
nized and considered by the warden in issuing permits.
Other fires resulted from children playing with matches,
carelessly handled fireworks, fault v railroad and truck equip-
ment, etc.
These fires cost a lot to extinguish, most of which could
have been avoided—this affects taxes ; local lousiness was in-
terrupted by men leaving their jobs to extinguish the fires
;
trees that might otherwise have built houses, repaired
bridges, and supplied raw materials for local industries were
destroyed ; seedling growth—the future timber crop was
wiped out.
This picture can, however, be reversed, if people who of-
fend could be impressed with the importance of ol:)serving
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the simple but essential common sense safeguards that will
prevent forest fires.They are :
1. Care in disposing of lighted cigars, cigarettes and
matches in and near woodlands.
2. Care in selecting camp fire sites and completely ex-
tinguishing them.
3. Consultation with the local forest fire warden before
burning to secure the required permit.
People play a vital part in our forest fire problem.
It is EVERYONE'S job to HELP PREVENT FOR-
EST FIRES
!
Number of local fires
Number of acres burned
Number of permits issued 68
CHARLES OILMAN, Forest Fire Wcwden
THOMAS J. KING, District Fire Chief
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REPORT OF CANTERBURY \'OLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT
The department is pleased, to report that no major fires
occurred during the year, although numerous calls were re-
sponded to.
The fire trucks have been moved into the new station and
keys made for members. Access to the building is available
in case of fire by using a key in an emergency box on the
outside.
The Concord truck has become a liability to the depart-
ment so it is being stripped down and disposed of.
With an eye to the future your fire department is trying
to improve its service to the community, and calls attention
to the citizens, the imixjrtance of watching for and remov-
ing fire hazards in and around the home.
ALBI D. CASS,
Fire Chief.
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CANTERBURY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Treasurer's Report
Receipts
Cash on hand January 1, 1953
Balance of 1952 Forest Fire Appropriation
1953 Town Appropriation
Balance of 1953 Forest Fire Appropriation
Dues
Andrew Fowler, Change for $25.00 Check
C. V. F. D. Auxiliary. Three-Way Valve
Services and Donations
r)ld Home Day Booth
Dances
Payments
G. H. Giles and Co., Supplies
Henry T. Provost, Dues
Jackman and Lang, Inc., Insurance
Concord Electric Co.
N. E. Telephone and Telegraph Co.
Ken Taylor, Bond
Arthur Buchanan. Insurance
R. G. Crowell, Insurance
Albi Cass, Battery Charger
Andrew Prowler, Ladies Night
A. S. Tracy
Bank Service Charge
Keeler's Machine Shop, Supplies
Edson C. Eastman, Inc.

































Sanel Auto Parts 20.14
Samuel Eastman 19.65
Merrill and Cote, Inc. 39.85
Ferns Oil Co., Inc. 33.59
Prescott Oil Co. 14.50
$1,355.03
Cash on hand. December 31, 1953 481.62
$1,836.65
ROBERT V. LEE, rrcaswer.
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CIVIL DEFENSE
Our organization for the civilian defense of Canterbury is
on a stand-by basis, as it is on the national and state levels.
For each of the functions of civil defense, as set up
nation-wide, we have selected a chairman, who, in a case of
emergency, would be responsible for building an organization
to meet the need. The Ground Observer unit of our or-
ganization continues on an active basis, as well as we are
able to function with the limited number of volunteers who
contribute their time.
The Air Raid Warning network for New Hampshire is
complete, and these warnings come to us by way of the red
fire phones which deliver incoming calls only to three phones
located in the center. These warning calls are of three
types— a White Alert for testing the warning network, and
as "all clear" for other alerts. A Yellow Alert is the signal
for a possible attack, which is the warning to activate the
civilian defense organization, and a Red Alert which warns
of immediate danger calls for activation of the civil defense
set-up and notification of the population. Red Alerts will
he sounded on our siren whether they are test runs or actual
warnings.
Civil Defense is just as necessary as our police and fire
dej^artments in the preservation of our town. The govern-
ment is financially unable to underwrite the total cost of
civil defense, and, therefore, if we are to have civil defense,
it is the responsibility of the citizens of this town to volun-
teer their services.
For about three years now, our post has been manned
twelve and twenty-four hours a day, but this summer per-
sonnel has dropped off considerably. As all citizens should
become acquainted with civil defense techniques in order
to protect their town and to survive in the event of attack,
it is our intention to enlist more volunteers.
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Any persons wishing to volunteer, please call the local
civil defense director or her assistant.
Director : Marguerite Stone—Phone 2426
Assistant Director : Madeleine Guertin—Phone 2643
Administration : Robert L. Mudgett
Warning and Communication : Robert V. Byron
Refugee : Ralph W. Keeler, Jr.
Fire : Albi D. Cass
Police and Warden : William J. Cochrane
Engineering : Philip K. Stone
Recue and Evacuation : George A. Batchelder
Transportation : Walter H. Comee, Jr.
Medical and Nursing : Margery J. Ruggles
Ground Observer: Eunice J. Wilkins




Town funds expended $ 356.80
Cooperative funds expended 766.05
Total expended $1,122.85
Received from town 400.00
Expended from town funds 356.80
Balance due town 43.20
Area covered 5,145 acres
Currant & gooseberry bushes destroyed 86,24
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BUILDING REGULATIONS
(1) Building Inspector or Official—
There shall be a Building Inspector appointed by the
Selectmen and this person shall hold office for a term
of one year.
(2) Permit—
No building intended for human occujjancy may be
erected, and no alterations of such structures at an esti-
mated cost of nioae than $200.00 undertaken, until a
permit has been issued under the terms of these regu-
lations.
Repairs and maintenance of buildings, except to roofs,
are specifically exempt from these regulations.
The fee for a permit shall be $5.00 for new construction,
and $2.(X) for alterations. Such fees are to be paid to
the Building Inspector and shall be retained by him as
compensation for his services. .
(3) Code—
All buildings requiring a permit shall comply with the
following code
:
(a) No roof of any building shall be covered or re-
covered in whole or in part, save with non-com-
bustible or fire resistant roofing materials.
-
(a) Buildings shall set upon a substantial foundation
of concrete, brick, stone or other acceptable ma-
terial.
(c) Outside walls shall be constructed of substantial
materials, commonly used for outside construction,
and materials customarily painted shall be painted.
(d) Chimneys shall extend at least three (3) feet
above the highest point where it passes through
the roof, and at least two (2) feet higher than any
ridge within ten (10) feet of such chimney. Each
chimney shall have a standard fire-clay tile lining,
or a prefabricated chimney approved by the New
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Hampshire Board of Fire Underwriters may be
used.
(e) Sewerage disposal systems shall comply with the
recommendations of the State Board of Health.
(4) Permit Void—
A building permit shall become void unless operations
are commenced within one (1) year from date of ap-
proval, unless such time is extended by the Building
Inspector.
(5) Penalties—
Any person violating any of the provisions of these
regulations shall be notified of such violation by the
Building Inspector, and if the violation is not corrected
within 30 days, thereafter shall be fined an amount not
to exceed twenty dollars. The imposition of one pen-
alty for any violation of these regulations shall not ex-
cuse the violation, or permit it to continue ; each day
that prohibited conditions are maintained shall consti-
tute a separate ofifense.
(6) Appeal—
If the Building Inspector shall refuse to issue a permit
as aforesaid, any person aggrieved thereby may appeal
to the Selectmen, who shall serve as a Board of Appeal,
and who shall have the authority to make such excep-
tions to these regulations as justice may require.
(7) Validity—
If any section, clause, provision, portion, or phrase of
these regulations shall be held to be invalid or uncon-
stitutional b}' anv court of competent authority, such
holding shall not effect, impair or invalidate any other
section, clause, provision, portion or phrase of these
resrulations.
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FROM YOUR SELECTMEN
TO: TAXPAYERS OF CANTERBURY
Your 1953 Town Report is the record of what has been
clone in Canterbury during the year just passed and w'hat
is proposed for the current year. As a financial record it
is important to you since it is your money which is involved
and fo this reason we want to point out a few things which
we believe merit more than y'our casual attention.
Three items of town business during 1953 deserve men-
tion. First is that an artesian well was dug on Sam Lake
property and paid for out of this trust to furnish a perma-
nent water suppy for our town iDuildings. Second we know
the grader purchased during the year has proven its worth
to the town as a long range investment ; through its use we
are able to deliver more and better value for the same
amount of money expended on highway work. Thirdly we
have discovered that the Planning Committee you created
a year ago can be a useful and valuable aid to your Select-
men in the long range and often complicated study of com-
munity problems. These accomplishments of the past year
in our mind reperesent progress in the right direction.
At your Town Meeting this year you will consider the
budget for 1954 as prepared by your Selectmen and your
Budget Committee. We believe this budget represents mini-
mum operating requirements. Your warrant will suggest
special appropriations for several projects all of which are
worthy and needed but each will require your careful con-
sideration since the decisions you make will have a direct
effect on the tax you will pay. Most articles of the warrant
are self-explanatory but the item concerning an appropriation
for a new bridge on Baptist Road is there because the State
Highway authorities have requested an authorization for
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their half share of the cost of this proposed construction.
As Selectmen we feel the town should raise its share of this
cost now since this bridge is the last one on state highways
in Canterbury which must be re-built. After this bridge
job is done the State will share half the cost of future bridge
construction on town roads. Because several of our bridges
will need attention in the near future and at least one may
be quite costly we feel it is good business for the town to
make the appropriation at this time.
As Selectmen we favor the adoption of building regu-
lations as proposed because we know of no other means with-
in the law by which control of the town's future development
can be placed where it belongs — in the hands of the tax-





REPORT OF TOWN AUDITORS
We have examined the records of Town Treasurer, Town
Clerk, Tax Collector, Trustees of Trust Funds, Road
Agent, Elkins Public Library, Canterbury Volunteer Fire
Department and Selectmen, for the year ended December 31,
1953. and have found their accounts correctly cast and pro-
perly vouched.
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REORT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT











PAUL L. SCRIPTURE Term expires 1954
WALTER COMEE Term expires 1955






GORDON L. FOX. Tilton, N. H.
Telephone Tilton 207
Regular meeting, School Board, Second Thursday of the Month
Center School, 7:30 p. m.
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Merrimack, ss.
To the Inhabitants of the Canterbury School District quali-
fied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said,
district on the sixth day of March 1954, at six o'clock in the
afternoon, with the moderator opening the meeting, declaring
the polls open for voting from six o'clock to nine o'clock
for school district officials, and declaring the business section
of the meeting open at seven-thirty o'clock for action on
Articles 5 to 12 inclusive.
1. To choose a Moderator for thf coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the en-
suing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for- the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any
other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear tht reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in re-
lation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of
school district officials and agents, and for the payment of
statutory obligations of the district, and to authorize the ap-
plication against said appropriation of such sums as arc
estimated to be received from the state foundation aid fund,
together with other income; the school board to certify to
the selectmen the balance between the estimated revenue
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and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes
by the town.
9. To hear and take action on the detailed report of the
Special School Study Committee as authorized at the 1953
annual school district meeting.
10. To see if the district will authorize the Special School
Study Committee to continue its work for another year, and
to hear its report at the next annual school district meeting
or at a special school meeting called for this purpose.
11. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropri-
ate a sum of money not in excess of three thousand dollars
$3,000.00) and authorize .the school board to issue, in the
name of and on the credit of the district, notes for all or any
portion of the sum so raised or appropriated, fix the interest
rate and provide for the sale of each note, and fix the time
and place of payment of the pincipal and the interest of said
notes, and to take any other action relating thereto, for the
purchase and installation of modern heating equipment in
the Blanchard. Center, Carter, Kezer, and Uplands Schools
;
with payment to be made annually from Classification 11.
Salaries of Janitors of the school district budget, thereby not
increasing the school budget for said purchase and install-
ation of said equipment, until said notes are paid in full.
12. To transact any other business which may legally
come l^efore this meeting.
.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
CANTERBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1953
Receipts
Cash on hand July 1, 1952
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5. Supplies and Expenses:
J. L. Hammett 10.58
Hazen Printing Co. 5.50
Milton Bradley Co. 6.00
*Total salary of superintendent was $6475.00. School Districts
paid:
Tilton-Northfield $1898.40 Gilmanton $441.00
Gilford 802.20 Canterbury 273.00
Belmont 785.40 State of New Hampshire
paid $2275.00
N. H. School Board .\ssoc. 5.00
Paul Scripture 25.00
Frances Smith 1.50




6. Principal's and Teachers' Salaries:
Total





C. E. Merrill Co.

















9. Salaries of Clerical Assistants
10. SuppHes and Other Expenses
Operation of School Plant
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12.
Marion Crowley
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Arthur L. Copp
Eisenhaur's Hardware
J. L. Hammett Co.
Paul Hanson































Belmont School District 225.00
Concord School District 2,875.72
Loudon School District 164.50
Manchester School District 275.00
Penacook School District 2.608.07
Tiltofl-Xorthfield School District 987.50
Total







Teacliers Retirement Board 571.19
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20. Insurance :
Artliur Buchanan 108.00
Gale's Insurance Agency 51.50
Total 159.50
Capital Outlay
21. Lands and New Buildings: 0.00
22. Additions and Improvement to Buildings: 0.00
23. New Equipment: 0.00
Total Payments 28,934.92










This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the Treasurer of
the School District of Canterbury for the fiscal year ending June
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS
To the Members of the School Board. Parents and J'oters:
The members of the Canterbury School Board and a group
of interested citizens saved the taxpayers a large sum of
money by personally working at the local schools on a paint-
ing and redecorating project that greatly improved the light-
ing, appearance and morale of the Center, Kezer. Uplands,
and Carter Schools. This was a community example of
economically improving the educational atmosphere and op-
portunity for youth.
Tuition rates for all high schools continue to increase with
the 1954-55 announced rates as follows:




Tuition rates comprise sHghtly over thirty per cent of the
school budget.
Teachers' salaries are inceasing all over the nation because
of the acute shortage of elementary teachers. It is very dif-
ficult to secure teachers for a rural school with several
grades. Canterbury has been fortunate in securing an ex-
cellent teaching staff. It will be necessary to increase sal-
aries to retain teachers and to secure new teachers for va-
cancies. The graduates of the state teachers' colleges can-
not fill all the vacancies of communities where a teacher
supervises a singe grade. Over forty percent of the Can-
terbury School District Budget goes into teachers" salaries.
Transportation costs represent another large item in school
l)udgets. Canterbury transportation totals almost 10% of the
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budget and is much lower than many communities The
School Board has held many meetings to study possibilities
of changing routes to reduce cost, but always keeping in
mind the safety of small children.
The local schools must be used for many years, since it is
financially impossible for Canterbury to consider new schools
without a terrific increase of taxable real estate or new in-
dustry. It is probable that the expansion of Concord will
lead to more building of homes in Canterljury. This also
means more children to educate with high school tuition
costs probably expanding to four hundred dollars a year
within a few years.
Canterbury should study all possibilities of gradually im-
proving the physical plant of each school. The addition of
a reguar standard heating system in all schools is very de-
sirable for cleanliness and a health safety measure. Modern
toilets could be added gradually with the addition of new
heating systems, and the old outmoded toilet facilities
abandoned.
The desirable future for Canterbury schools would proba-
bly be a consolidation with several towns for a centralized
high school for junior and senior high pupils, and a local
consolidated school for six girades. It is possible that fed-
eral funds may be made available in time to cover the costs
of such construction.
Canterbury for the present must proceed with what it has.
for the town is furnishing the best education it can now
finance. Annual improvements will continually improve the
situation.
The 1953 graduation exercises were held in the Town Hall
on June 11 at 8 p. m. with the following pupils graduating
:
David Lincoln Abberton liarbara June Gould
Robert Stanley Baker Beulah Louise Haskell
Joyce Florence Brooks Carol Ann Lamprey
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Francis Frank Dow Philip Kilbourne Stone
Allan H. Drew Debra Leona Thunberg
Clarisse B. Fife Pearl Elaine Walker
Tentative School Calendar 1954-1955 School Year
Supervisory Union No. 59
Belmont Canterbury Gilford Gilinanton Tilton-Xortlifield
Schools open Wednesday, September 8. 1954
Holiday, Tuesday, October 12, Columbus Day Observance
State Teachers' Convention, Manchester, N. H. October
14 and 15
Holiday, Thursday, November 11, Armistice Day
Thanksgi\-ing Vacation—Schools close Wednesday, Novem-
ber 24, 12 :05 Noon
Schools Reopen Monday, November 29
Christmas Vacation—Schools Close Thursday, December 22),
12:05 Noon
Schools Reopen Monday, January 3, 1955
Winter Vacation—Schools Close February 18
Schools Reopen Monday, February 28
Spring Vacation—School Close Friday, April 22
Schools Reopen—Monday, May 2
Schools Close June 17, 1955. or earlier or later date to make
a total of 180 days
Subject to change by Local School Boards
This Calendar included in vacation periods :
Labor Day, September 6, 1954
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1954
Christmas Day, December 25, 1954
New Year's Day, January 1, 1955
Washington's Birthday, February 22, 1955
Fast Day, April 24, 1955
Memorial Day, May 30, 1955
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Canterbury Teachers
Blanchard—Mrs. M. Evelyn Harris
Carter—Mrs. Edith Croteau
Center—Mrs. Grace K. Atwood
Kezer—Mrs. Frances Smith
Uplands—Mrs. Sarah Hill







































St. John's High School—Concord Private
Batchelder, WilHam XII
Batchelder, Susan XI
Abberton, David L. IX
Tilton-Northfield School District













The acute i^roblem in 1954-55 wall be the disposition of
pupils who normally attend the Center and Cartel" Schools.
It will be necessary to transfer some of these pupils to the
Blanchard School for lack of space in their normal-attend-
ance area.
The Cante;rbirry School Board has been very active in the
interests of schools. The members have faithfully attended
many meetings. They have spent a great deal of time in
visiting and inspecting schools. They have consumed far
more personal time in actual physical work as well as con-
ference work for school improvement than a community has
a right to expect. They have personally checked to keep the
schools in good repair, warm and comfortable.
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I appreciate the cooperation of the Parent-Teacher As-
sociation. The work of the members was indispensable in
making the pre-school chnic of first grade pupils successful.
The organization is always 'ready to help in improving
schools, working in cooperation with the School Board and
the teachers.
I appreciate the cooperation of the members of the Canter-
bury School Board during the past year to give Canterbury
children the best education with the funds available. It has
been a pleasure to work with your School Board for they
are genuinely interested in the schools and the children
Your five teachers are doing wonderful work with the
children and your children are being well-prepared for high
school and for life.
We look forward with your cooperation to continually-
improving schools for Canterbury, a community that has
successfully met every problem from colonial days through
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IN CASE OF FIRE
TELEPHONE
CANTERBURY 27 71
This numl)er calls the "Red Telephones" a conference
hook-up of 3 special lines in the Center. These telephones
are so constructed that no outgoing calls can be made from
them ; therefore the line is never busy.
Call this number only to report a fire. Give your name,
the exact location of the fire, and describe the fire carefully.
Operators at the Center will call all necessary hep. If out-
side help is needed, the proper equipment will be sent from
the Department nearest the fire.
Don't hesitate to call us for any fire, or threat of fire, no
matter how small. If you have a flooded oil burner, or a
chimney fire, or a short circuit, don't wait to see what it's
going to do. Just call Canterbury 2771. We're at your
service day or night.
Canterbury Volunteer Fire Department
